
 

 

 

 
Seventh Meetings of National Reference Groups 

Climate, Food, Trade: Taking Stock of Our 

Impacts on Policy and Practice 

April 14-17, 2015 | East African Community (EAC) 

 

Background 
 

In April 2015, CUTS International and its partners will convene the final meetings of food 

security, climate change and trade stakeholders under the PACT EAC project. On this 

occasion, stakeholders from the government, civil society, private sector, media, academia, 

and parliament among others will take stock of the project’s recent successes in shaping 

policy and institutional synergies between the three policy areas.   

Climate change manifested through frequent extreme weather events is already impacting agricultural 

and trade patterns throughout East Africa, disturbing livelihoods all along the agricultural value chain. 

With adequate policy responses, trade could help prevent additional large-scale hunger arising from 

this situation, e.g. by moving food from surplus to deficit areas or providing alternative livelihood 

opportunities. However, using trade as an instrument to bolster food security is by no means an easy 

or passive procedure, and the key players must take active roles in formulating and shaping policy and 

institutional synergies between the three policy areas at play: climate change, agriculture and trade. 

For over three years, CUTS International and its partners have been at the forefront of this effort. 

Through the project “Promoting Agriculture-Climate-Trade Linkages in the East African Community” 

(PACT EAC), they have brought together, informed, trained and moved to advocacy action hundreds 

of East African stakeholders who formed a critical mass for change.  

And change did happen. In fact, an independent evaluation released last year credited the project for 

inspiring linkages recently created between policies at the national level (e.g. trade-related sections in 

the new Kenya Environment Policy and Tanzania Forest Policy), as well as triggering over 30 local 

initiatives that promote similar linkages. Since last year, national advocacy campaigns have continued 

to pursue improvements in several policies across the three areas and in the five EAC countries. At 

these meetings, governments will inform the audience about the results of these campaigns. 

Besides this, a briefing session will also be organized for participants to get updated on their country’s 

stake in two major multilateral processes on trade and climate change, namely: the ongoing 

negotiations towards a post-Bali WTO work programme; and this year’s UNFCCC COP21 conference 

that is expected to result in the first climate agreement since the Kyoto Protocol. The events will end 

with the release of studies assessing the Institutional Interplay of Climate, Food and Trade in each 

country. 

 



 

Programme 

 

 

 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration 

 
 

 

09:00 – 09:30 Opening Ceremony 
 

 Welcome Address 

 Official Opening 

 
 

 

09:30 – 11:00 Session 1 – Results of the Advocacy Campaign 
 

Chair: 

Presentation (30 min) 

Results of the Advocacy Campaign: What Policy Impact? 

By contact government official 

 

Speakers (15 min)  

Country partner 

Comments from the Floor (45 min) 

 

 
 

 

11:00 - 11:30 Tea/Coffee Break  

 
 

 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 2 – Results of PAC EAC: Overview of Policy and Practice 

Changes in the EAC 

 

Chair:  

Main Presentation (20 min) 

“PACT EAC: Overview of the Main Achievements in the EAC” 

By CUTS International 

Speakers 

WTO Delegate: “EAC Geneva Forum: the value of national stakeholders’ insights for WTO 

Negotiations” (5-7 min) 



 

Plenary Discussions (40 min) 

 
 

 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

 
 

 

14:00 – 15:00 Session 3 – Briefing on International Climate and Trade 

Negotiations 

 

Chair:  

Speakers (20 min) 

 

“WTO: State of Negotiations towards a Post-Bali Work Programme” 

By WTO Delegate 

 

“COP21: What to expect and possible implications for the EAC” 

By UNFCCC Focal Point 

 

Plenary Discussions (40 min) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

15:00 – 16:30 Session 4 – Study Release: The Institutional Interplay of Climate, 

Food and Trade 
 

Chair: High level person  

 

Presentation (20 min) 

The Institutional Interplay of Climate, Food and Trade : What Works and What Doesn’t? 

By study researcher 

 

Floor discussions (40 min) 

 
 

 

16:30 – 17:00  Closing Ceremony  
 

 Word of Thanks 

 Wrap-up and Official Closing 

 


